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Josiah the travel kid
Josiah Goode from 

Hartbeespoort is not your average 
ten-year-old. He travels, cooks, 
dances and has his own travel 
website. He started the website 
to provide inspiration for parents 
on where to take their children 
on outings, and where not to. 
“I wanted to share my travel 
experiences with everyone, not 
just people who know me.”

The response from the public 
has been surprising and he has 
even been interviewed on the 
702 radio station. “People I do 
not know comment on my posts 
and I hope to get an even bigger 
audience.”

Josiah’s dream is to one day 
have a career 
where he 
gets to travel 
around the 
world and 
write reviews 
on all the 
places he 
visits. Right now, he just wants to 
review more local places. “I love 
living in Hartbeespoort and would 
like to visit all the interesting 
places and write reviews about 
them.” He does not tell people 
beforehand that he has a travel 
website and posts reviews. “ I like 
to visit a place anonymously. That 
way I can see how they will act 
under normal circumstances. Of 
course I will be treated better if 
they knew I was going to write a 
review about them, and I do not 
want that. I am honest when I do 
my reviews and I am lucky that I 
have not had a horrible experience 
so far.”

His all-time favourite place is 
the Sun Coast hotel in Durban. 
“It is such a luxurious place. And 
they had my name spelled out in 
chocolate on my pillow!” While 
he does prefer staying in a hotel 
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when travelling, he enjoys camping as 
well. “ Camping gives you a chance to 
get back to yourself. My dad and I get 
to look at the moon with a telescope and 
have a braai. You do not have an X-box 
to play games or television to watch, so 
you get to finish that book you wanted to 
for a long time. “ 

He wants to visit California one day. 
“ It seems like such a nice place. I just 
love going to the beach and California 
has so many beautiful beaches.” Locally 
he likes going to the movies at the 
French Toast Koffie Kafee. “ It is such an 
amazing experience going there. You are 
in Hartbeespoort, but it feels like Paris. 
You get to sit outside under the stars and 
watch a movie on a big screen.”

Travelling 
with his parents 
around South 
Africa means 
that Josiah eats 
a lot of different 
types of dishes. 
He loves good 
food. “My 

favourite food is the Patats Bravas, a 
Spanish potato and chorizo dish I ate at 
a restaurant in Wakkerstroom.” Josiah 
spends lots of time in the kitchen. 
According to his mother, Anna Trapido, 
he has quite a talent for making pizza. 
Josiah says that he learns how to cook 
by watching his mother in the kitchen. “I 
watch her make a dish, then she shows 
me the recipe and then I try it myself.”

This 10-year-old is a big believer in 
following one’s dreams. His advice for 
other children wanting to start a website 
or blog of their own is to follow their 
ideas and inspiration. “Always go with 
your heart and do not let anything or 
anyone stop you.”

Even though Josiah gets to experience 
different things and sees a lot of different 
places, his all-time favourite place is 
home. “Travel is great, but there is no 
place like home.”

Visit Josiah’s travel website at www.
travelkid.co.za.

Always go with your heart and 
do not let anything or anyone 
stop you.
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●His mom is his 
inspiration.

● He is a dancer 
that does Latin 
American dancing 
and ballet.

● If he could 
choose a super 
power, it would be 
speed.

● Pizza with 
chorizo, olives and 
mushrooms is his 
favourite food.

● He would 
rather give up 
television than 
good food or his 
friends.

● He loves 
reading Harry 
Potter books.
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